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Dr. Mary takes care of animals. Sheis a 
veterinarian. She has cats and dogs, rabbits 
and birds, lizards and snakes, gerbils and 
turtles and many other pets as patients. 
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Pets are brought to Dr. Mary’s Animal Hospital 
by their owners. Some owners carry their pets 
in their arms. Some pets come in special boxes. 
Some pets don’t need to be carried at all. 

They can walk in by themselves. 
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Pets and owners sit in the waiting room until it is 
their turn to see Dr. Mary. Some pets are 
nervous and would rather be outside. Others 
are comfortable and curl up and go to sleep 
while they wait. 


Many of the animals that come to the hospital 
can be treated right away. 





Some pets have to swallow pills. Others are 
given injections to help them recover from an 
illness. Dr. Mary cleans and stitches wounds, 
pulls teeth and cleans ears. She bathes infected 
eyes and soothes them with eye drops. She 
mends broken legs and sets them in plaster. 





Once, Dr. Mary’s patient was a poodle that had 
been hit by acar. Its back legs were hurt and it 
couldn’t walk. Dr. Mary knew of a walking 
carriage that another veterinarian had invented. 
She ordered one for the poodle. 


When the carriage was fitted, the poodle was 
able to wheel itself along. It wore the walking 
carriage until its back legs had mended. 





Sometimes an animal needs to have an 
operation. Dr. Mary prepares carefully for the 
operation. First she scrubs her hands with soap 
and water. Then she pulls on rubber gloves and 
covers her face with a mask. 


When Dr. Mary is ready, the patient is lifted onto 
the operating table. Before it has time to be 
afraid, itis given an injection that puts it to sleep 
until the operation is over. 





After an operation, an animal has to stay in 
hospital for a few days. Dr. Mary’s assistants 
help her keep the patients clean and fed. Each 
patient has its own cage. Each day the animal’s 
temperature is taken and it is talked to by 

Dr. Mary and her assistants. 





Not all of the animals in the hospital are 
recovering from operations. Some of them have 
wounds that can’t be bandaged. They have to 
stay in hospital until the wounds have healed. 
Sometimes a cat or dog has its babies in 

Dr. Mary’s hospital. Then Dr. Mary helps the 
mother while its babies are being born. 
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Half of Dr. Mary’s work is at her hospital. The other 
half she takes care of from her home. In the 
evenings she makes house calls. 


One day when she came home from the 
hospital, Dr. Mary found that her friend Cory 
had come to visit. Cory was swinging in the 
hammock with two of Dr. Mary’s pets. 
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“Twiggy and | climbed a tree while we were 
waiting for you,” Cory told Dr. Mary. “And now 
we’re having a rest.” 


“The dogs look as if they’re waiting for their 
turn,” said Dr. Mary. 
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‘| did too,” said Cory, “because | thought you 
had animals in little white beds, like the one 
| was in when | had my tonsils out.” 
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“A little boy once brought his kitten to my 
hospital,” said Dr. Mary. “He expected that the 
animal doctor would be a giant cat. He was 
quite disappointed when he found it was me.” 
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“That's funny,” laughed Cony ‘We both mac 
~ afunny mistake.” eae 


“But now you know what an animal 
really like,” said Dr. Mary. “You 
mine lots of times.” 


“Yes,” said Cory, “and I’ve de cidec tob cé 
veterinarian too. But I'll have to v jait for 
years until | grow up.” é 


“It’s time ce me to make my ee 1D 
you be my assistant today?” 


Cory couldn’t believe her ears. Eva since her a 
first visit, she had longed to travel with Dr. i 


on her afternoon HeREL) calls. 





“What would you like to see?” asked 
Dr. Mary. 


“An elephant,” said Cory. “I’d definitely like to 
see something as big as an elephant.” 


Before they left her house, Dr. Mary wrote down 
the names and addresses of the owners who 
had phoned her that day. 








“Many pet owners ask me to call at their 
homes,” she told Cory. ‘““And sometimes | go to 
the place where the owner works.” 


“Where are we going first?” asked Cory, as she 
and Dr. Mary got into the car. 
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‘To see Don’s two dogs. He has them with him 
at his shop.” 


‘Are the dogs sick?” asked Cory. 


“Not any more, | hope,” said Dr. Mary. “One of 
them had a sore ear but it should be better by 


now. Don called because it’s time both his dogs 
had their rabies shots.” 


Don and his dogs were waiting outside his shop 
when Cory and Dr. Mary arrived. 

















Dr. Mary checked Blackie’s ear. Dr. Mary didn’t 
seem to mind that Blackie poked out her 
| tongue and rolled her eyes. 


I'She looks the way | feel when I’m scared,” 
laughed Cory. 


‘She hasn’t anything to worry about,” said 
Dr. Mary. “Her ear is quite better.” 
‘Il hold them while you give them their shots,” 


i Cory watched as Dr. Mary took a needle from 

B her black bag. She fitted a tube of liquid onto 

f the needle and gave Blackie her shot. Then she 
} Used another needle for Goldie. 


iThere,” said Dr. Mary. “That should take care 
j of them for another year.” 


1 Thanks, Doctor,” said Don. “Do you want me 
) tO pay you now?” 


4’ll send you my account in the mail,” said 
Dr. Mary. “Come on, Cory, we have some more 
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Dr. Mary and Cory drove for a while until they 
reached Tony’s home. He had phoned Dr. Mary 
because his kitten had a bad cough. 


“He hasn’t been eating much,” Tony told Dr. 
Mary. “So | thought you should see him before 
it developed into something more serious.” 


“Hmm,” said Dr. Mary. “He has a slight 
temperature. I’ll give him an injection and leave 
you some pills to give him. Call me on Thursday 
if he isn’t any better.” 


“More injections,” said Cory. 
“Yes, but for different reasons,” said Dr. Mary. 


“This one is to make the kitten better. 
The others were to keep the dogs well.” 





“What's that? What’s that?” croaked a strange 
voice. 


“What's that?” said Cory. 
Dr. Mary and Tony laughed. 
“That’s Peppy,” said Tony. “Come and meet 
him.” 
Peppy was a big brightly coloured parrot. 
“He’s a macaw,” said Dr. Mary. 
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“| have some smaller parrots,” said Tony. 
“They’re very friendly too.” 


The small parrots were cockatiels. They were 
so tame they flew around the house. One 
perched on Cory’s arm. Another landed on 
Dr. Mary’s head. 





The last call of the day was a surprise for Cory. 
They went to visit Finn McCool who was a 
special friend of Dr. Mary’s. 


“I thought you might like to meet Finn,” said 
Dr. Mary. ‘““What do you think of him?” 


‘“He’s not as big as an elephant,” said Cory. 
“But he’s the biggest dog I’ve ever seen.” 
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